
HHiiddddeenn  DDeeeepp  
 

“I have hidden Your word in my heart so 
that I might not sin against You.” 

Psalm 119:11 
 
 
The Word of God Hidden Deep 
 
A Chinese Christian shares a story of getting a Bible and 
memorizing it.  Below you will find his story in his own words. 
 
In the beginning, reading my Bible was not easy because I had 
only received three years of education. Furthermore, my Bible was 
in the traditional Chinese script, while I had learned to read 
simplified characters. I found a dictionary and painstakingly 
looked up one character at a time as I advanced through the 
Bible. 
 
Finally I finished reading through the whole Bible, so I started to 
memorize one chapter per day. After twenty-eight days I had 
memorized the whole Gospel of Matthew. I quickly read through 
the three other Gospels before proceeding to the book of Acts and 
started to memorize it. 
 
We went into the house. I sat down on the floor, and everyone 
crowded around me. I was nervous because I had never spoken to 
a group of people before. Thirty or forty people were all staring at 
me, searching me with their eyes, and longing to hear God’s 
Word. They were so hungry for the truth. There were already a 
few Christians in Gao Village, but the majority of people had not 
yet believed. 
 



I sat there with my eyes tightly shut and held the Bible above my 
head. I declared, “This is the Bible. The angel of the Lord sent it to 
me in answer to my prayers. If you want to get a Bible, you will 
have to pray and seek God as I did.”… 
 
They wanted me to teach them. At the time I didn’t know what it 
meant to preach. I could only recite the Bible from the chapters I 
had memorized, so I recited the entire Gospel of Matthew out 
loud, from chapter 1 to 28. 
 
I didn’t know if the people understood what I was saying. In order 
not to lose my place or forget anything, I recited what I had 
memorized quickly, like a flowing river…. 
 
When I opened my eyes, I saw how God’s Word had captivated 
everybody. The Holy Spirit was convicting them of their sins. They 
all knelt down and repented with tears flowing down their cheeks. 
That night, even though I was just sixteen years old, I learned 
that God’s Word is powerful. When we share it [recite it!] with a 
burning heart, many people are touched. At that first meeting, 
thanks to the power of God, dozens of people had given their 
hearts to Jesus. 
 
He was 16 years of age with little education and yet he 
memorized the entire Gospel of Matthew in merely 28 days.  He 
memorized an entire chapter every day! 
 
 



A Challenge to Hide It Deep 
 
This summer, we will endeavor to memorize the entire book of 1 
John. We will hide it deeply in our hearts and watch as God moves 
among us in a mighty way!  You may be surprised how God allows 
you to memorize His word, recall it in various settings, use it to 
keep you from sinning against Him and bless you for treasuring 
His Word. 
 
 
Guidelines 
 
You will be responsible for each Scripture checkpoint on the set 
date. These will happen before and after the Gathering, so come 
prepared! 
 
Every Checkpoint will be cumulative. For example, the first 
Checkpoint is 1 John 1:1-10. The second Checkpoint will be 1 
John 1:1-2:14, and so on. The last checkpoint will have you 
reciting the ENTIRE book of 1 John! 
 
However, you DO NOT have to pass Checkpoint 1 to be eligible 
for Checkpoint 2. Since each checkpoint is cumulative, you can 
jump in at any time, but keep in mind that each Checkpoint 
entails each previous Checkpoint’s Scripture passages! 
 
Every student will be checked using the English Standard Version 
(ESV). Use this version as you memorize. 
 
You will be allotted 10 missed words and 5 helps at each 
checkpoint. If you use up all of your helps and missed words, you 
do not pass the Checkpoint. These passages are long, so try your 
best! 
 



Rewards 
 
Following each checkpoint, a prize will be awarded to all who 
recite the Scripture without using all of their helps or missed 
words.  
 
The final prize will be an all-expense paid adventure on Saturday, 
Oct. 9 to be revealed at a later date. 
 
However, the real reward will be the amount of Scripture you have 
hidden deep in your heart! The spiritual blessing will far surpass 
any prize you could be awarded.



Tips (taken from Andy Davis at First Baptist Durham) 
 

 Give priority in your mind to retaining old verses even over 
the learning of new verses.  

 
 Begin everyday with the review of old verses. 

 
 Repetition over time – saying it 110 times in one day is not as 

effective as saying it everyday for 100 days. 
 

 Memorize the verse numbers! 
 

 Photograph the verse with your eyes. 
 

 Say it out loud. 
 

 If you need to, take a day off once a week or every two 
weeks. 

 
 
Sample Daily Procedure 
 
Day One  
 
Read 1 John 1 out loud ten times, looking at each word as if 
photographing it with your eyes. Be sure to include the verse 
number. Then cover the page and recite it ten times. You’re 
done for the day. 
 
Day Two 
 
Yesterday’s verse first!! Recite yesterday’s verse, 1 John 1:1 
ten times; be sure to include the verse number. Look in the 
Bible if you need to, just to refresh you memory.  Now, do 



your new verse. Read 1 John 1:2 out loud ten times, looking 
at each word as if photographing it with your eyes. Be sure 
to include the verse number. Then cover the page and recite it 
ten times. You’re done for the day. 
 
Day Three  
 
Yesterday’s verse first!! Recite yesterday’s verse, 1 John 1:2 
ten times, being sure to include the verse number. Again, 
you should look in the Bible if you need to, just to refresh 
your memory. Old verses next, altogether: Recite 1 John 1:1-2 
together once, being sure to include the verse numbers. 
Now, do your new verse read 1 John 1:3 out loud ten times, 
looking at each word as if photographing it with your eyes. 
. Be sure to include the verse number.  Then cover the page 
and recite it ten times. You’re done for the day. 
 
Day Four  
 
Yesterday’s verse first!! Recite yesterday’s verse, 1 John 1:3 
ten times, being sure to include the verse number. Again, 
you should look in the Bible if you need to, just to refresh 
your memory. Old verses next, altogether: Recite 1 John 1:1-3 
together once, being sure to include the verse numbers. 
Now, do your new verse read 1 John 1:4 out loud ten times, 
looking at each word as if photographing it with your eyes. 
Be sure to include the verse number.  Then cover the page and 
recite it ten times. You’re done for the day. 
 
This cycle will continue through the entire book. Obviously, 
the “old verses altogether” stage will soon swell to take the 
most time of all. That’s exactly the way it should be. The 
entire book of 1 John can be read at a reasonable rate in 
less than 15 minutes. Therefore, your “old verses altogether” 
stage should never take longer than that on any given day. 



Keep your Bible close by in case you get stuck. There is no 
shame in looking, and most of the time it actually helps.  
God bless you on your journey! 
 
 
Schedule 
 
Checkpoint 1 - June 13 .............................................1 John 1 
Checkpoint 2 - June 27 .................................. 1 John 2:1 – 14 
Checkpoint 3 - July 18................................. 1 John 2:15 – 3:3 
Checkpoint 4 - Aug 15.................................... 1 John 3:4 – 24  
Checkpoint 5 - Sept 5..................................... 1 John 4:1 – 21  
Checkpoint 6 - Sept 26................................... 1 John 5:1 – 21  
Finalist Trip – Oct 9  



Check Point 1 
June 13, 2010 
 
Passage: 1 John 1:1-10 
 
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 
we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have 
touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—  
 

2 the life was made manifest and we have seen it, and testify to it 
and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father 
and was made manifest to us—  
 

3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so 
that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  
 

4 And we are writing these things so that our joy may be 
complete. 
 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 
 

6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 
 

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin. 
 

8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 
 

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word 
is not in us. 
 
 



Check Point 2  
June 27, 2010 
 
Passage: 1 John 2:1 -14 
 
1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you 
may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.   
 

2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 
for the sins of the whole world.  
 

3 And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we 
keep his commandments.   
 

4 Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his 
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him,   
 

5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is 
perfected. By this we may be sure that we are in him:  
 

6 whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in 
which he walked.  
 

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old 
commandment that you had from the beginning. The old 
commandment is the word that you have heard.   
 

8 At the same time, it is a new commandment that I am writing to 
you, which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is 
passing away and the true light is already shining.   
 

9 Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in 
darkness.   
 

10 Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there 
is no cause for stumbling.   
 

11 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in 
the darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the 
darkness has blinded his eyes. 
 



12 I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are 
forgiven for his name's sake. 
 

13 I am writing to you, fathers, because you know him who is 
from the beginning. 
I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the 
evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father.  
 

14 I write to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the 
beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, 
and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the 
evil one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Check Point 3  
July 18, 2010 
 
1 John 2:15 – 3:3 
 
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone 
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.   
 

16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the 
desires of the eyes and pride in possessions—is not from the 
Father but is from the world.   
 

17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but 
whoever does the will of God abides forever. 
 

18 Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that 
antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come. 
Therefore we know that it is the last hour.   
 

19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had 
been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, 
that it might become plain that they all are not of us.   
 

20 But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have 
knowledge.   
 

21 I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but 
because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth.   
 

22 Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This 
is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son.   
 

23 No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses 
the Son has the Father also.   
24 Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what 
you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you too will 
abide in the Son and in the Father.   
 

25 And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life. 
 



26 I write these things to you about those who are trying to 
deceive you.   
 

27 But the anointing that you received from him abides in you, 
and you have no need that anyone should teach you. But as his 
anointing teaches you about everything—and is true and is no lie, 
just as it has taught you—abide in him. 
 

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears 
we may have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his 
coming.   
 

29 If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that 
everyone who practices righteousness has been born of him. 
 
1 John 3  
 
1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should 
be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the 
world does not know us is that it did not know him.   
 

2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not 
yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like 
him, because we shall see him as he is.  
 

3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is 
pure. 
 
 



Check Point 4  
August 15, 2010 
 
1 John 3:4 – 24 
 
4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.  
 

5 You know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there 
is no sin.  
 

6 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps 
on sinning has either seen him or known him.   
 

7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices 
righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous.   
 

8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil 
has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God 
appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.   
 

9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed 
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has 
been born of God.   
 

10 By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are 
the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness 
is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother. 
 

11 For this is the message that you have heard from the 
beginning, that we should love one another.   
 

12 We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and 
murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his 
own deeds were evil and his brother's righteous.   
 

13 Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you.   
 

14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because 
we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death.   
 



15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know 
that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 
 

16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.   
 

17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in 
need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide 
in him?   
 

18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in 
truth. 
 

19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our 
heart before him;   
 

20 for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our 
heart, and he knows everything.   
 

21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence 
before God;   
 

22 and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep 
his commandments and do what pleases him.   
 
23 And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of 
his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has 
commanded us.   
 

24 Whoever keeps his commandments abides in him, and he in 
them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit 
whom he has given us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Check Point 5 
September 5, 2010 
 
1 John 4:1-21 
 
1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone 
out into the world.  
 

2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses 
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God,   
 

3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. 
This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming 
and now is in the world already.  
 

4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for 
he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.   
 

5 They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, 
and the world listens to them.   
 

6 We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is 
not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of 
truth and the spirit of error. 
 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.   
 

8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is 
love.   
 

9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God 
sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through 
him.   
 

10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.   
 

11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
  



12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides 
in us and his love is perfected in us. 
 

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he 
has given us of his Spirit.   
 

14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son 
to be the Savior of the world.   
 

15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in 
him, and he in God.  
 

16 So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has 
for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and 
God abides in him.   
 

17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have 
confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are 
we in this world.   
 

18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear 
has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been 
perfected in love.   
 

19 We love because he first loved us.   
 

20 If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a 
liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen 
cannot love God whom he has not seen.   
 

21 And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God 
must also love his brother.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Check Point 6  
September 26, 2010 
 
1 John 5:1-21 
 
1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of 
God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been 
born of him.  
 

2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 
God and obey his commandments.   
 

3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. 
And his commandments are not burdensome.   
 

4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. 
And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.   
 

5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes 
that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 

6 This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by 
the water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is 
the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.   
 

7 For there are three that testify:  
 

8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree.   
 

9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is 
greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne 
concerning his Son.   
 

10 Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in 
himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, 
because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne 
concerning his Son.   
 

11 And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son.  
 



12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son 
of God does not have life. 
 

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son 
of God that you may know that you have eternal life.   
 

14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we 
ask anything according to his will he hears us.   
 

15 And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know 
that we have the requests that we have asked of him. 
 

16 If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to 
death, he shall ask, and God will give him life—to those who 
commit sins that do not lead to death. There is sin that leads to 
death; I do not say that one should pray for that.   
 

17 All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that does not lead to 
death. 
 

18 We know that everyone who has been born of God does not 
keep on sinning, but he who was born of God protects him, and 
the evil one does not touch him. 
 

19 We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the 
power of the evil one. 
 

20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us 
understanding, so that we may know him who is true; and we are 
in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and 
eternal life.   
 

21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 


